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 Why India needs an organisation such as Indian Council of Food and Agriculture?

Agriculture in India continues to be a powerful engine for rural prosperity, economic growth and social transformation with 
over 60% population directly dependent for its livelihood and sustenance. Indian agriculture is however, presently 
undergoing a rapid transformation since the onset of economic reforms during early nineties and the emergence of post 
WTO regime, governing the global trade in food and agriculture. The fast changing trade and economic environment 
globally requires a paradigm shift in our approach. We have to act proactively and respond positively to the changing 
dynamics of global trade and agriculture. The bench-marks are now global and we have to prepare our policies and 
strategies with global perspective. Though the country has become self reliant in food grains production, but our average 
productivity and quality is low and the cost of production high, which puts the challenge of competitiveness before our 
agriculture in the world market. There is need for a comprehensive approach to ad dress the issues in agriculture and 
tapping the emerging global business opportunities in food and agriculture.  There are however issues in our policies with 
compartmentalized approach due to absence of coordination and a dialogue mechanism among various stake-holders. The 
Government, policy makers, research and academic bodies, extension agencies, industry, NGOs, financial bodies, 
developmental institutions and farmers groups think in different directions, often with contradictory approaches for the 
same ultimate cause. In this context, there is a long felt need of having an apex body, which could act as a think tank, 
research centre, information bank, facilitation point, advocacy body, development catalyst and monitoring centre for food 
and agriculture sector at the national level. This should act as parallel to trade bodies like CII, ASSOCHAM and FICCI, but be 
different from them in scope and objectives to represent the interests of other stake -holders such as farmers, academic and 
research bodies, financial and developmental institutions, entrepreneurs, cooperative and rural bodies and FPOs etc.. in 
agriculture sector, besides trade and industry. The national body by the name Indian Council of Food and Agriculture would 
give voice at global platforms on trade, multilateral negotiations and AOA etc. as also analyse the developments in major 
countries of the world and monitor their impact on Indian agriculture and food trade on one hand and influence policy 
decisions, reforms progress and direction to food and agriculture, promote technologies, investments and markets on the 
other hand. 



 
 Who will be members of ICFA? Will you enroll some farmers as members? 

 
Any person or organization, who subscribes to the aims and objects of the Council shall be admitted as  members. The 
member should be graduate in food, agriculture or allied subjects or having worked in any role related to farming, policy, 
trade, business, research, extension, development or any such role for a period not less than three years and should be  
willing to associate for the attainment of the aims and objects of the Council. Any registered body / institution / corporate  / 
organization or association engaged in the business or affairs of agri food sector and whose aims & objectives are congruent 
to the aims & objective of the Council shall be eligible for institutional membership. Having said that farmers nautrally fall 
into the category of being associated with farming and they can be members.  
 

 Are you going to have statewise chapters or branches? 
 
ICFA may open chapters or full time offices or appoint its representatives in any city, district or the State Capitals as per  the 
requirements towards fulfillment of its objectives.  
 

 Are there any similar organisations globally? 
 
Yes, there are many. French Chamber of Agriculture, Chinese Chamber of Food, Agriculture and Livestock Products, Danish 
Council of Agriculture and Food and various organisations in US are just a few. In fact the idea of  instituting a body on 
agriculture emerged 14 years ago when I was in China where President of Chinese Chamber of Commerce asked for their 
counterpart in India. The idea crystallized when he visited Denmark and observed a similar body functioning  in advancing 
the cause of agriculture, horticulture and dairies sector growth. 
 

 There are many organisations across India that claim to represent farmers. So, how different is the ICFA? 
 
Yes, there are many organizations that represent farmers and many of them are doing a good job in sensitizing farmers on 
many issues. But agriculture being a multi sectoral enterprise is composed of many disparate components immediate aims 
and objectives differ. ICFA on the other hand has in its fold multiple stakeholders - such as farmers, academic and research 
bodies, financial and developmental institutions, entrepreneurs, cooperative and rural bodies and FPOs etc.. in agriculture 
sector, besides trade and industry. ICFA does not belong just to farmers but all of those involved in agriculture. It is a co uncil 
for AGRICULTURE. 
 

 What challenges do food and agriculture sectors face in India? 
 
India has made commendable strides in food and agriculture. India, whose existence depended on shipments carrying food 
grains from other countries, today has become a major food exporter. Thanks to the green revolution and a slew of 
supportive policies from the government. But the glory of green revolution has started to wane. The production numbers 
are stagnating. Our productivity is still very low compared to other countries. Mechanization hasn’t caught  up with the 
majority of farms. More than sixty per cent of farms depend on monsoon for irrigation. A bad monsoon will wreak havoc in 
the agriculture sector in the country pushing the farmers into debts and the country into inflation. We have poor storage 
infrastructure destroying 20-40 per cent of stored farm produce annually. Injudicious use of resources have led to 
unsustainable agriculture depleting ground water and contaminating the environment. Investments on research are still low 
in India. Agriculture in India has to move on from the state of uncertainty to certainty and clarity. We have to develop 
technologies that can circumvent our over dependence on external factors and channel our agriculture towards 
sustainability. 
 
  
 
 
 



 Central and state governments in India have been spending a lot of funds on agriculture and irrigation. Still,
farming community seems to be in problem. What's main reason for this?

Most of the schemes and policies that are conceived by the governments never reach farmers. A recent survey indicated 
that a majority of farmers are unaware of such schemes, let alone utilise them. Unfortunately our extension machinery isn’t 
of much help either. Irrespective of many agri credit schemes, farmers end up with local money lenders who charge 
exorbitant rates. Despite of the subsidies on micro irrigation equipments, majority of the farmers are dependent on 
monsoon. So it’s the lack of knowledge or unawareness about the existence of such schemes that acts against realisation of 
such projects. 

 There seems to be lots of interest in the country on food processing industries. Will they (food processing
industries) bail out farmers?

Food processing is a rising industry in India. Thanks to the booming retail chains, Indians have opened up to many new 
processed products. This is also beneficial to farmers. In times of glut, when there is a bumper harvest and abundance of a 
particular farm produce, farmers are paid less for their produce. Food processing can address this challenge. It creates 
demand for excess products and better value to the product. To some extent, the storage woes in agriculture can be 
addressed by food processing as the processed products store longer and have better price in the market. 

 Andhra Pradesh and Telangana have implemented loan waiver schemes for farmers. But still farmers' suicides are
happening. Can you give your view on this?

Loan waiver schemes in general are not in good interest of the farming community. It breeds the culture of non repayment 
among farmers and takes the toll on government treasury. It is merely a populist measure meant to gain some political 
mileage. In Telangana too, it was part of poll promises. Though the policy could have been a temporary reprieve to farmers, 
the Telangana government’s not so well thought out loan waiver scheme is driving the farmers to further penury and into 
vicious cycle of poverty. The current loan waiver comes in four annual installments. So the farmer is a loanee for four years 
and during this period he cannot avail fresh loans from any financial institutions as he is a ‘defaulter’. For the ensuing cr op 
seasons, he goes back to money lenders whose interest rates are many fold higher than that of banks. So basically the 
farmer is lured into debt trap and suicides.   

 What should states like Telangana do to put an end to suicides of farmers?

Agriculture is the back bone of Telangana. Not only the economy but the farmers depend on i t for their existence. In such 
case the perennial problems of the state should be addressed first. To combat threats of drought, the government should 
think about increasing the irrigation potential of the state. Drip and Sprinkler irrigation which maximis es water use 
efficiency can aid the agriculture in Telangana. Precision agriculture and climate smart agriculture can help the newly 
formed state to steer its agriculture in new direction. The state should look ahead of loan waiver schemes and equip the 
state in technology driven agriculture. Telangana should become the state that will revolutionize their agriculture by 
technology. 

 Do you oppose global giants into Indian multi-brand retail sector?

Global giants in the multi brand retail sector can bring in the much needed competitiveness into the Indian scenario. When 
as a country we have opened our doors to imports and free trade, we have already exposed our farmers to competition. 
When as the world itself has become a smaller community, how long can we shield our farmers from global products. This 
can be viewed as an opportunity for India to learn from these’ giants’ and understand their business model, to acquire skills  
and knowledge about latest products and better technology. Employment opportunities w ill increase . Besides, many chains 
are eager to procure farm produce from India for which they have entered into contractual agreement with many farmers. I 
consider this will be a good opportunity for India. 




